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This Annual Report highlights the achievements of the Foundation
over the past year and presents the vision for future momentum.
The Stony Kill Foundation began in 1977 as a friends group to assist the DEC (Department of Environmental
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Conservation) operations of Stony Kill Farm and Environmental Education Center. Due to state funding
cuts in 2010, the DEC left the daily operation of the facility in the hands of the Foundation. As a working
farm, Stony Kill is unique in having the ability to teach environmental education through the lens of
agriculture.
Around 1900, most of New York State was farmland, with a mere 19% of the state covered in forest; today,
63% of the state is forested and the remnants of farmland remain an essential habitat to a variety of wildlife,
including numerous grassland species of birds. On a spring night around dusk, the woodcock mating call
can be heard along the edge of the fields, Eastern bluebirds are raising families in the nest boxes along the
farm lane, and swallows dart from the barn to feast on mosquitoes. The forest, gardens and meadows are a
pollination paradise, a pesticide-free sanctuary for flowers and bees. This 1,000-acre farm is a place to get
lost in history, experience the simplicity of nature or find solace in watching the cattle graze green pastures.
Stony Kill Farm, held in public trust, is the
living story of agriculture in New York.
What is the meaning of the name Stony Kill? A kill is a body of water, most commonly a creek, but it can also be
a tidal inlet, river, strait, or arm of the sea. The term is derived from the Middle Dutch kille (kil in modern Dutch),
meaning “riverbed” or “water channel.” In English, the farm would be called “Stone Creek.”
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In late 2017, the Dyson Foundation awarded a grant to the Stony Kill Foundation to develop a strategic
plan which would provide the groundwork for a meaningful path forward. Working with the New York
Council of Not-for-Profits, the Board of Directors embarked on a long reflective process that began with
public surveys to get input and feedback regarding the community’s long-vested interest in Stony Kill
Farm. Board surveys helped guide the board in a day-long retreat designed to answer the pivotal questions:
“Where do we go from here?” and “How can we offer better programming to preserve, promote and enhance
the scenic, historical, environmental and agricultural qualities of Stony Kill Farm?”
This resulted in a Strategic Plan that positioned the Foundation to clarify its vision and set goals to
move the organization forward with a unified voice and common vision. Already, those involved with
the Foundation see that many of the action items in the Strategic Plan taking shape, including the
formation of new committees that engage members and supporters in the forward momentum of
our growing organization.

2018 EVENTS
These events were generated by the
Foundation’s newly formed Events
Committee including volunteers, staff
and interns. Are you interested in event
planning? Making our events bigger
and better? Consider joining our Events
Committee, open to all, by contacting
margaret@stonykill.org.

THE BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL in July was
attended by over 1,000 people who enjoyed our new
and larger butterfly tent filled with Monarchs and
other butterflies. Other activities included visiting
our Monarch life stages display, painting a butterfly
on canvas, making hula hoops, cooling off with ice
cream, supporting our house plant sale, learning
about the SKF honeybees and our Beekeepers
Association, learning about moths, and enjoying
educational walks in our perennial garden.

WINTER ON THE FARM began a new

THE SPRING CELEBRATION in May was

tradition in February when the Driving Association
of the Hudson Valley offered horse-drawn sleigh
rides in our fields. Attendees also warmed up by the
campfire with hot chocolate, visited our livestock,
and created crafts in our barn classroom.

attended by over 400 people. Visitors supported
our annual Plant Sale and were treated by meeting
our animals and visiting goats, making crafts,
holding baby bunnies and playing music. The
sheep were sheared for the warm summer months.
Paul Austin, our blacksmith for the day, donated
handmade soap and birdhouses for our sale.

THE COUNTRY FAIR in September was
attended by over 1,000 people and celebrated the
start of the fall season. Visitors enjoyed soups from
the Verplanck Garden Club, visits to the animals
in the barn, dipping candles in the corn crib, and
observing a demonstration of a pair of working
oxen owned by the Blumberg Family. Also offered
were wagon rides pulled by a team of draft horses.
Our Native American education table featured
real animal pelts and artifacts. The Hudson Valley
Woodworkers sold hand carved ornaments. Families
took pictures at our photo booth, petted visiting
rabbits and constructed scarecrows.

THE NOT-SO-HAUNTED BARN brought
in just under 100 visitors due to the cold wet
weather. Those who attended enjoyed meeting the
“Man-Eating Chicken,” “radioactive” sheep and
many witches and pasture ghosts. John Verplanck,
the first settler of Stony Kill Farm, appeared from
another time to tell stories of years past while our
spooky storyteller Pamela entertained our younger
guests in the upper barn. Brian Robinson provided
two educational shows in our barn classroom where
he exhibited birds of prey including a gray owl and
a peregrine falcon. He also introduced a turkey
vulture, his snake and his alligator. Cindy from
NYSDEC treated guests to an up-close visit with her
King snake and millipedes in our mutant aphidinfested greenhouse.
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS

SUMMER CAMP

During the 2017/2018 school year, the Stony Kill Foundation served over 1,200
pre-school through 7th grade students from all five boroughs of New York City
and local area schools. Our revamped full-day program included visiting our
livestock, a hands-on experience with our sheep, learning about the farm’s
honey bees, taste-testing honey, getting dirty with our decomposers in the
greenhouse, and learning about the Hudson River and its pollutants over the
years. The Foundation started a weekly program with San Miguel Academy
in Newburgh, an independent middle school for boys from underserved
families. Each Tuesday, twelve students were responsible for agricultural
chores in the morning that included feeding our animals and sweeping the
barn. The remainder of their day included programs taught by interns and
volunteer educators on subjects such as the History of Stony Kill, beavers, plant
propagation, honey extraction, animal husbandry, and Native American studies.
At the end of the school year, the students compiled a book of pictures and
testimonials for each of our educators.

The Summer Explorers Camp program started in 2003 under the direction
of the NYSDEC and has continued each year through the efforts of the Stony
Kill Foundation. This year alone, over 100 children, aged 4 –12, enrolled in our
4-week program and Monday Day Camps. We offered outdoor education themes
including topics such as Life on the Farm, Homesteading, Pond Study, Survival,
Wildlife, Gardening, Composting and Decomposers, Insects and Pollinators, and
Geology and Soil Study. Our staff of counselors, CITs, and volunteer educators
supervised outdoor activities and crafts each day emphasizing the environment
and agriculture. Some highlights from our 2018 camp program included
visiting our honeybee hives, taking hay rides, making pinch pots with clay from
our creek beds, caring for chicks and rabbits, harvesting student vegetable
gardens, and cooking over a campfire. We are excited to offer a fifth week of
camp in 2019 for teens and an additional day camp on Fridays so that we may
better serve the community.

George Mendoza, a student, talks about his experience:
“At Stony Kill Farm, we do many tasks/chores. We learn about animals and
nature. We make and try new foods every week. Sometimes we learn about
ancient things. We learned about bees, they have six legs, five eyes, four wings;
there are three types of bees; they have two antennae and one tongue.”
The boys were provided a unique learning experience outside of the classroom.
The next class of fifth grade boys joined us in September and have already
learned their way around the barn and our animals. We hope to continue this
important relationship with our friends at San Miguel Academy each year.
Looking to book a school program? Contact stacey@stonykill.org.
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MEET THE ANIMALS
Stony Kill is home to flock of Tunis sheep, a dual-purpose breed primarily raised
for meat. The name describes their connection to their foundation stock in
North Africa. The original 10 sheep were imported as a gift from his highness,
the Bey of Tunis, to George Washington in the late 1700’s. Gradually, from the
late 18th to early 19th centuries, a unique American breed was recognized,
making it one of the oldest breeds of livestock ever developed in United States.
Stony Kill is home to a variety of cows, mostly beef cattle. Some are red
Herefords with white faces, developed in Herfordshire, England. They are
descendants of the first Hereford cows that had arrived in America around
1817, well before the historic barn at Stony Kill Farm was built. Lulu, who just
arrived this year, is a Black Angus/Highlander mix. Originating in Scotland,
Angus are the most common breed of beef cows in the United States today.
Shirley is the farm's representative dairy cow and is a cross between Jersey and
a Normand, a French breed of cow.

OPEN BARN
The historic barn was built in the 1860’s around the time that Abraham Lincoln
was president. Since then, it has housed livestock in some capacity. Each
weekend Stony Kill volunteers open the barn between the hours of 11-2 so that
the public has an opportunity to learn about the livestock in an informal way.
Visitors enjoy the meet-and-greet time and learn from our ambassador animals
and our dedicated barn guides.
Interested in volunteering as a barn guide or as a farm educator? Please e-mail
foundation@stonykill.org.

Stony Kill has a mixed flock of chickens includes breeds such as Plymouth
Rock’s, Rhode Island Red’s and Buff Orphington’s. Interestingly, the Plymouth
Rocks are a heritage breed of chicken that is a cross between America’s two
oldest breeds, Black Javas and Dominiques. Dominiques date back to the early
days of New England while Javas are the second oldest breed in the United
States. Plymouth Rocks have become an all- time American favorite.
The piglets come to the farm twice a year and quickly grow to market weight in
about six months. Adult pigs are raffled off as a fundraiser.

TRACTOR
A year ago, the Board set out to purchase a larger and more functional tractor
to more effectively farm for the livestock. Through a series of fundraising efforts, we were able to purchase a 72 hp New Holland tractor with 4-wheel-drive
and enclosed cab! Even the smallest donation of $2.80 from Howie, a summer
camp attendee, helped make all the difference. Donations, small and large,
combined to make what seemed impossible, possible. The Foundation is now
able to spread the livestock manure to fertilize the fields and to actively hay the
fields to feed our livestock. Farm visitors will also enjoy hayrides pulled by this
modern-day workhorse. This tractor is reality due to all those that contributed.
THANK YOU to all those that support the needs of the Foundation.
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STONY GROUND 4-H CLUB
Dutchess County 4-H is a collection of programs that provide youth, ages
5-19, with the mentoring and support to grow and thrive regardless of their
background, interests and abilities. Positive Youth Development strategies
such as engaging young people in topics that interest them, empowering
them to make their own decisions, and providing challenging opportunities
result in youth who have “confidence, competence, caring, character, and connection.” One of Duchess County’s newest 4-H clubs was launched on October
22, 2018, at Stony Kill Farm. Sember Weinman from Common Ground Farm
and Stacey Adnams and Tim Stanley from the Foundation became volunteer
leaders to launch a club that engages young people in an agricultural setting
where they otherwise would not have an opportunity. The club is still in the
organizational phase and met for a second time on November 25 to elect officers from among the membership. Members had a chance to visit the Stony
Kill livestock and orient themselves to the property. The club will decide on a
community service project for the Holiday Season.

4-H Pledge
I pledge my head to clearer thinking,
my heart to greater loyalty,
my hands to larger service
and my health to better living,
for my club, my community, my country, and my world

STONY KILL BEEKEEPER ASSOCIATION
The Beekeeper Association meets monthly to discuss various seasonally-related
topics on hive management. Members share knowledge and give advice to
fellow beekeepers. The Association has guest speakers, round table discussions
and hands-on demonstrations. It also sells honey at Stony Kill events to raise
money for the Foundation. Stony Kill hives are the collective work of members
of the Beekeeper Association and a great resource to learn about the life and
habits of the honeybee. As winter settles in, these bees hunker down in the
hive, feeding on the honey reserve they have stored over the summer months.
With some optimism, we await their survival on the other side of winter. On
warmer winter days when the temperature rises to the 40s, the bees emerge
for cleansing flights. On warm spring days, overwintering bees emerge to bring
back the first pollen from the spring ephemerals that grow in the woodlands of
Stony Kill.
The Stony Kill classroom is also home to an Observation Honeybee Hive, used
by educators to give students an opportunity to see bees up-close and recognize
the hard work these important animals do for the farm.
Interested in joining the Beekeeper Association?
Meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the barn classroom.
For more info, e-mail foundation@stonykill.org.

“The honey-bee goes forth from the hive in spring like the dove from
Noah’s ark and it is not until after many days that she brings back the
olive leaf, which in this case is a pellet of golden pollen upon each hip,
usually obtained from the alder or the swamp willow.”
~ John Burroughs, The Pastoral Bees
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VERPLANCK TENANT HOUSE

GARDEN PLOTS

Built sometime in the early-to mid-1700s, the Verplanck Tenant Farm House
on the banks of the Stony Kill has stood the test of time and whatever weather
event thrown at it, including the mid-May storms of 2018 that wreaked havoc
on the region. The Foundation put a new roof on the house in 1993 and had
work done to stabilize the structure with hopes of continuing repairs and
opening it to the public. The house has watched time pass around it while
protecting and sheltering numerous families over the years until the mid-20th
century. As the oldest structure on the property, the building is a monument
of the working family that farmed the land in the early days of the region. For
about $700,000, this building can become a living museum and visitor center.
A newly re-formed committee is continuing the Foundation’s efforts to restore
and preserve this important part of the farm’s heritage.

Gardening is a long-standing pastime; most Americans had a “kitchen”garden
prior to the mid-1800s, after which a backyards garden became more
commonplace. By the mid-1900s, as more and more Americans moved to urban
areas, gardening declined until WWII when Victory Gardens had a resurgence in
the urban areas, producing 40% of all American produce in 1943. Today, with
emphasis on health and the environment, edible gardening is a growing pastime.

Interested in helping to preserve The Verplanck Tenant Farm House?
Join our Buildings and Grounds Committee, please e-mail foundation@stonykill.org.

An individual family growing food in a garden plot at Stony Kill Farm not only
provides fresh local food but is better for the environment by reducing carbon
emissions with less transportation, packaging and other wasteful practices
associated with food production. Equally important is a sense of accomplishment
and personal satisfaction in growing and eating your own food. The Foundation
leases 84 garden plots. These plots are in high demand and we currently have a
waiting list.
Interested in getting a garden plot? Please e-mail foundation@stonykill.org.

TREASURER'S REPORT
October 2017 – September 2018

Income

Total

Expenses

Total

Corporate Giving Program

1,740.00

Administration

4,733.50

Grants

7,286.00

Camp

1,956.09

DEC Intern Program

45,130.07

Educational Program

1,080.25

Camp

29,686.72

Farm Services

19,860.01

Educational Program

9,814.20

Fund-Raising Event Costs

9,646.15

Farm Plots & Sales

5,922.20

Insurances

6,158.12

Fund-Raising

13,477.38

Wages

62,669.03

Public Donations

33,363.90

Payroll Taxes

15,770.68

Services

18,329.81

Utilities

16,712.95

Common Ground

9,060.99

Volunteer Recognition

167.43

Dividend/Interest

454.93

Release of Restricted Assets

554.96

Other

4.44

Other Expenses

1,512.26

$174,270.64

Total Expenses

$138,631.18

Net Operating Balance:

34,029.17

Total Income
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THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Most of the work and the success of the Foundation is due to volunteer support. The Board of Directors recognizes their work and
salutes their dedication. We hope they will continue in their various capacities to help us grow and become better at what we do.
We also extend a special appreciation to our staff and interns who go above and beyond and do so much to keep Stony Kill operating.
Thank you to Stacey Adnams, Tina Cianciulla, Margaret Maruschak, Kristin VanCott, Katelyn Stamper, Stephen Soltish and Lindsey Kuter.
This year, we also welcomed Margaret Maruschak, Events and Volunteer Coordinator, to the Foundation.
If you are interested in getting involved, contact her at margaret@stonykill.org.
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DONORS AND SUPPORTERS
The Foundation wants to extend a sincere thank you to all the donors and supporters who have contributed to the Foundation’s work in
2018. Your support is greatly appreciated. It keeps the farm an important viable facility that
serves and educates the public.
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•
•
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