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79 Farmstead Lane
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590
845-831-3800 | foundation@stonykill.org | stonykill.org

Stony Kill is open daily from dawn to dusk, and evenings for
staffed special programs.

@stonykillfoundation

¥ Stony Kill Foundation is a not-for-profit 501 (c) (3), funded by donations from individual
7 contributions, corporate donors, memberships, grants, and program revenue.

This Annual Report highlights the achievements of the Foundation over fiscal year
October 2023-September 2024, year and presents the vision for future momentum.

OUR MISSION
To connect the public with nature, sustainable farming, and local history. Our hands-on programs provide
environmental education through the lens of agriculture.

VISION
A world where sustainable agriculture flourishes and people are inspired to care for their local environment.
PURPOSE
Stony Kill is a working farm and education center. It is a place to slow down, explore nature, and learn through
experience.
® ®
BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF
Tim Stanley President Executive Director Stacey Lynch Adnams
Lauren Hale Biniaris Vice President Program Director Sinead Roche
Bruce Jantzi Treasurer Office Manager Lily Ropes
Salita Signorelli Secretary Outdoor Educator Jennie Consalvo
Karen Finnegan Outdoor Educator Theresa Frey
Kerriann Morgan Outdoor Educator Margaret Maruschak
ol P taais Education/Farm Intern Cameron Laird
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Stony Kill Farm’s charm rests in its simplicity. A slight detour off of the heavily trafficked Route 9D makes for a quick
escape from the frantic schedules and commercial bombardment of our daily lives. At Stony Kill, time slows down
and sets pace to the rhythms of the seasons. It is here you can witness beautiful blue skies, epic sunsets, and star-
studded heavens filled with comets, shooting stars, and northern lights.

There are few farms that have endured the test of time and survived through the centuries. Stony Kill is one such
place, with many chapters in a very long story. The Stony Kill Foundation, in partnership with the NYS DEC, looks
forward to continuing a lasting legacy where a working farm exists in partnership with nature. This year, the
Foundation spent significant time in a strategic planning process to determine our organizational direction over the
next few years.

The future of Stony Kill looks bright as we build our programs, continue exploring our agricultural niche as a
working educational farm, and find the best staffing model needed to optimize our work. All this is possible only
with community support. This Annual Report highlights our dedicated volunteers, who contribute countless hours,
and the generous donors who provide the financial leverage needed to keep the farm operational.

To our volunteers, members, and donors—please join us in celebrating the many achievements of 2023-2024. More
importantly, we encourage you to continue to support the Stony Kill Foundation as, together, we ensure a long
future ahead.
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Tim Stanley, Stacey Lynch Adnams,
President, Board of Directors Executive Director

WINDOW TO THE PAST

The DEC’s Glenn Dochtermann first started exploring and championing the idea of an
environmental education center at Stony Kill to local politicians in 1972, i

Various ideas had been contemplated over the years as to what to do
with the facility, formerly used as a field campus by the State University
at Farmingdale. In 1974, the NYS legislature appropriated $275,000 to

& begin turning the tract into an agricultural and nature research center,
and on October 26, the dedication of Stony Kill occurred with the

¥ installation of a brand-new sign at the entrance. Compared to similar

« DEC environmental centers Rogers in Sherburne, NY and Five Rivers
near Albany, only Stony Kill would have a focus on agriculture.

(L) Mike Lapp, Réy Colombe; (R) Andra Sramek,
Gerry Traver (kneeling), Ted Tenore,
William Samis (standing)
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SumMER ExPLORERS DAY CAmP
Stony Kill Foundation Summer Explorers Day Camp had another sold-out season in 2024,
W|th 256 spots providing 88 families and 107 individual campers with agricultural and
i | environmental learning opportunities. Campers spent the week
= connecting more deeply to the farm and environment around
the property through activities like barn chores with our livestock
caretaker, foraging for berries, and cooking with herbs harvested
. from the Stony Kill Education Garden. Summer Explorers continues
to be held in high regard and an even higher demand amongst the
4 community. One of our youngest campers left his first year with
the program saying, “I had fun! Can | go again next time?”

Winter and Spring Break Mini Camps brought a taste of everyone’s

favorite Summer Explorers fun to all new seasons. We welcomed 55

i & new and returning campers to the farm for a total of 8 days of out-of-
W' school farm fun. The groups were kept busy with our hatching chicks,

Y investigating the weather, interacting with the animals, and so much

more. The Foundation’s Mini Camps are always a highlight amongst

1] youth programs throughout the school year for both our staff and

community.

SAN MIGUEL

Stony Kill Foundation continues to partner with San Miguel Academy of Newburgh to allow the school’s 5th grade
class to find a community space on the farm. Since 2017, the San Miguel 5th graders have joined Stony Kill

A ‘@ educators on a regular schedule throughout their school year to :
build skills in animal husbandry, agricultural and environmental
literacy, and community building. In recent years, students
have worked on their own Field Guide, which requires them to
observe, document, preserve, and research local wildlife, plant
life, and even the livestock in the barn. The 2024-25 school year
continues this tradition with a new group of 16 students, led by
& Program Director Sinead Roche.

HOMESCHOOL ON THE FARM

Homeschool on the Farm continued with another strong year and even further growth of the
community. Stony Kill Foundation’s Homeschool on the Farm created a weekly space for 76
homeschool students and their families to come together to experienc
the environment from the farm’s perspective. The programs this year |
focused not only on agricultural and environmental experiences,

but also emphasized community cooperation and interpersonal
experiences. New weekly themes keep students engaged and curious
about the world around them and allow them to explore these spaces
with like-minded peers, fostering an attitude of lifelong environmental
stewardship and creative thinking.
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FIELD TRIPS & OpPEerATION ExPLORE (OPEX)

Fleld trips with Stony Kill Foundation continue to be in hlgh demand from local K-12

year, with the spring season completely sold out. Students
came from far and wide, ranging from Orange County to
New York City. Amongst our field trips, the Operation Explore
(OPEX) trips, stand out as a highlight. Schools from the five
boroughs of New York City visit Stony Kill Farm for a full day
of lessons before continuing the overnight portion of their
trip at Taconic Outdoor Education Center in Cold Spring, NY.
In the 2023-24 school year, the OPEX program brought five schools out of the city and
into the outdoor spaces of the Hudson Valley.

FLOURISHING FARMERS

Stony Kill is one of five farms participating in Flourishing Farmers, a Dutchess 4-H program
that gives youths the opportunity to learn life skills and experience ag- based hands-on
learning. Our group included five individuals who visited Stony i -
Kill Farm once a month. They learned about our heritage livestock,
got to halter our sheep, and raised a chick from egg to adult,
ultimately showing their birds at the Dutchess County Fair. Angela, ;
Keyon, Ora, Trinity, and Tommy bonded with their chickens each
week while also learning how to care for them. We look forward
- to meeting again in 2025 and spending more time with our
«a¥ Flourishing Farmers.

STONY GRouUND 4-H CLus

Stony Ground’s 27 4-Hers—spread across beekeeping, art, poultry, sheep, cows, and
rabbits—learned about their respective project areas as well as civic responsibility,
community service, animal husbandry, teamwork, and public speaking. This year, several
B scored in the highest level of their required public presentation, progressing to the state
B competition. They brought home ribbon after

' ribbon at this year’s Dutchess County Fair, from

. Exhibit Hall entries, to poultry, cow, sheep, rabbit,

) @ﬁg and multi-species showmanship. Some also sold
goats chickens, turkeys, and rabbits in the Youth Livestock Sale, where they
experienced firsthand the entrepreneurial aspect of animal husbandry and
agriculture. The Dutchess County Fair is the culmination of the 4-H year and
is a formative experience for all our 4-Hers, challenging them and bringing
them together in a spirit of camaraderie and support.

Y TN
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HARVEST FESTIVAL

Our biggest attendance to date! Just over 4,000 people joined us
for this year’s Harvest Fest. There was so much to see and enjoy,
including sheep showmanship with our 4-Hers, live music by
Lauren and Jonno, candlemaking, blacksmith and woodworking
demos, wool fleece skirting, homemade
soups by the Verplanck Garden Club,
hayrides, barn and livestock tours, and a visit
from Smokey the Bear and some local goats.
Harvest Fest packs lots of family fun

into one day and this year was no exception.

It was another spooky year at SKF with our annual Halloween
event. Visitors enjoyed a walk through the not-so-haunted
barn, ducking past cobwebs and getting grossed out at the
touch table where they felt brains and ogre ears. We had two
new additions this year: the | Spy Halloween Garden and
potion making. Those unwilling to brave the
gardens instead took a spooky hayride or
made s’'mores around the campfire. Those
who did want a fright stayed after dark for
some scary garden haunting by our local
teenage zombie farmers.

BIKES AT THE BARN
PRI ™ Traditional bikes, e-bikes, folding bikes, bikes with trailers...they all whizzed down the
’ @ farm lane in July at our first-ever Bikes at the Barn. Organized together with the Beacon
Bike Coalition, it was a celebration of the joys of cycling.
With a decorated bike parade, a test-ride station to try
out different types of rides, and the opportunity to learn
about local bike infrastructure and community, the event
offered something for everyone, from enthusiasts to
beginners. And when it was time to cool down, a visit
with the animals and delicious popsicles
~ hit the spot. A big thanks to all of our
event volunteers and partners, including
the Malcolm Gordon Charitable Fund
managed by the Open Space Institute.

o.oSooo
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BUTTERFLIES & BLooms

Our beloved summertime event was a fabulous celebration of pollinators,
gardening, and warm and sunny smiles. Our week of pollinator-friendly

. programs included an insect safari, several popular story times, and a

4 pollinator garden planting. The week was capped off with a celebration
. near the Verplanck Perennial Garden that included
an adventure through Monarch Migration, our

y living Monarch Life Stages exhibit, and several

¥ exhibitors and vendors. Visitors were also treated to
a ride around the farm on our beautifully decorated
butterfly hay wagon.

VOLUNTEER & MEMBER CELEBRATION

SKF volunteers and members help keep this place going by giving their time,
expertise, and membership contributions. We appreciate all they do for the
Foundation and thank them each year with an outdoor fall celebration, presenting
awards to our volunteers and recognizing
members for their ongoing support. This year

we had just over 40 attendees celebrating their
accomplishments with apple cider donuts,
homemade soups, baked goods, and other
refreshments. Guests were also treated to tours
of the historic Verplanck Tenant Farmhouse and a
demonstration of apple cider
pressing.

WEeLcoME SINEAD!

Stony Kill was excited to welcome our new program director, Sinead Roche, in
March this year. Sinead majored in recreation, park, and tourism management at
Penn State University and started her career in environmental education with the
Girl Scouts of Eastern PA as an instructor. She found that Stony Kill Foundation’s
mission aligned with her passion for teaching outdoor education and agriculture
to youth of all ages. In her free time, Sinead goes hiking and camping in the
Catskills, reads, and watches Bob’s Burgers with her cats and dogs. You can find
Sinead at the farm running our field trips, summer camps, and public programs.

eeeBoon
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The animals you see today on the farm are known as Heritage breeds. These old breeds, which adapted to their
local environment to survive, have deep historical connections to our ancestors. All at one point or another were
threatened with vanishing, along with old barns and old farms.

Our milking Devon cattle made their debut appearance at the Dutchess County
Fair in 2024. As a triple-purpose breed used for milk, beef, and work—before
cattle were specialized into just one—our Devons were entered as dairy animals
and Venus won best in breed in her class.

Stony Kill's registered Tunis sheep have made significant strides as a healthy,
robust flock—13 lambs were born in late winter 2024! This coming year we are
poised to sell some of our ewes to established and prospective Tunis farmers.

Our Crevecoeur chickens received best in breed honors
at the DC Fair, and at the Ohio National Poultry Show,

a hen received best in variety. Stony Kill also breeds
Auburn Javas—a critically rare coloration that had
disappeared for 120 years—working with other farmers
to bring them closer to breed standard. In the past

five years, Crévecoeurs and Golden Sebrights (which
we also breed) have graduated from the Livestock
Conservancy'’s Critical list to their Watch list, making a
remarkable comeback.

To support our vision for Heritage breed animals, Stony Kill is an active member of the Dutchess County Sheep
and Wool Growers Association, Hudson Valley Textile Project, Livestock Conservancy, American Milking Devon
Cattle Association, and American Tunis Registry.

THE WAY FORWARD: STRATEGIC PLANNING

In May 2024, the SKF board engaged strategic planning consultant Sheila
Webb-Halpern of Co-See Consulting Group to help create a strategic plan that
will help guide the Foundation over the next three to five years. Supported

in part by a grant from the Dyson Foundation, the effort was extremely
positive, eye-opening, and clarifying for all involved. Over the course of several
months, Sheila met with board and staff members individually and in groups,
administered a survey of Stony Kill constituents, and led an intensive day-long
board and staff retreat, where we collaboratively created the framework of an
exciting and attainable vision for a powerful strategic plan. We look forward
to sharing the details in the coming months, and feel confident that the
Foundation is headed in a strong direction with a concrete plan that both the
board and staff are excited about bringing to fruition. We cannot thank Sheila
enough for her care, guidance, and support throughout the process.

00.705-
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The Foundation offers our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of our dedicated volunteers, who generously
share their time and skills to help us keep this cherished place thriving!

AcTive VOLUNTEERS

Derek Adnams, Jr.
Kendall Adnams
Riley Adnams
Stacey Lynch Adnams
Owen Allee
Kimberly Allison
Lisa Ameijide
Maria Amor
Farhana Antora
Paul Austin

Hunter Baisley

Jim Baisley, Jr.
Keirsten Barber
Robert Bettini
Lauren Biniaris
Alexandra Bloome
Angelina Bottiglieri
Breannah Brace
Rosemarie Brilliant
Elizabeth Brzozowski
Andrew Buckland
Shianne Canada
Ethan Carbone
Gerald Carey

Kara Cerilli

Dayle Chung
Cathy Cigna

Ed Cigna

Zahara Cone
Hailey Day

Toni Day

Abby Delaney
Jennifer Delaney
Scott Delaney

Evelyn DePalma
Robert Dohrenwend
Karen Dreste
Brieanna Eckerson
Grace Elder
Nicholas Ernano
Alanna Facchin
Meadow Facchin

Ryan Witwicki Faddegon

Fionn Fehily

Tim Fehilly
Christine Fietzer
Karen Finnegan
Dane Fiorito

Lena Frey-Pettibone
Christa George
Andrew Gines

Elijah Gines
Valereigh Gines
Victoria Gines
Cristian Gonzalez Sosa
Swapnil Gupta
Henry Gute

David Hart

Edgar Hartmann
Heather Henderson
Alste Holmgren
Deborah Horan
Bruce Jantzi

Linda Kleinhenz
Lauren Kopchik
Ryan Kopek
Christopher Kordaris
Jennifer Kurtz

Dick Lahey
Matthew Lechocinski
Melody Longino
Shelly Loveland
Jessica Maffei
Emily Mantelman
Deborah Marinovich
Ruby Martin
Margaret Maruschak
Paige McCredo
Maria McKay
Victoria McKay
Jennifer Melendez
Merly Mesa

Naflah Mohammed
Kerrianne Morgan
Jim Moseman

Lisa Moseman

Lily Murr

Ted Nalesnik
Colleen Padoleski
Mark Padoleski
Adrienne Papazian
Kim Pennock

Lyris Pennock
Tavin Pennock
Tyler Pennock
Mackenzie Phillips
Zachary Phillips
Maria Pittman
Kristina Pizzola
George Popp
Trishla Rathor

Sinead Roche
John Rose

Mehr Sagri

Carol Salvas
Mikaela Sanchez
Natalie Sancilio
Evangeline Santise
Jamie Schechter
Sandra Schechter
Nichole Seul
William Siebert
Dan Signorelli
Jacob Signorelli
Salita Signorelli
Shane Signorelli
Stephanie Smith
Rachel Smucker
Marc Snyder

Tim Stanley

Kali Ticehurst
Gayle Turowski
Steve Turowski
Yvette Valdés Smith
Peter Varco
Carmen Vazqueztell
Brianna Vivace
Denise Vivace
Matthew Von Burg
Dawn Walsh
Derek Waltke
Catherine Wieck
Hayden Wilson

GRouPs

Queens College (22 students & 2 staff)
Community Based Services

TRAIL STEWARDS
Volunteer & Outreach Manager Kim Pennock organized our first trail steward program, which included a small group
of volunteers that helped maintain the five Stony Kill trails on our 750-acre property. Trail stewards met each week at a
different trail, assessing future maintenance needs while cutting back low-hanging limbs, moving blowdowns off trail,
and repairing signs. Their biggest accomplishment this summer was rerouting a portion of the Sierra Trail that links up
with the Freedom Trail, in order to establish a clear path and future crosswalk over the roadway.

BSA Scout Troop 86 (34 scouts & parents)
Stony Ground 4-H Club (27 members & parents/guardians)
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Up to $50

Hope Ackerly*

Elizabeth Allee

Jim Baisley Jr. & Dawn Baisley*
Felicia Ballos & Ray Roy*

Scott Beebe*

Rashard & Marissa Bennett*
Angela Bettina & Tom DellaCorte*
Shelly & Steven Blumenthal*
Anamaria Bonilla

Kathy Bruce*

Andrew Buckland & Lesly Deschler*
Kara Cerilli*

Leslie Coven

Laura Cunningham*

Alyia Cutler*

Maura Danehey*

Jennifer & Scott Delaney*
Yoko Della Costa

Maria DeVoe

Jack Diedrich*

Erin & Virginia Dotson*
Cynthia Dreher & Joe Foti*

® Cristiane Duarte*

Christine Dyer*

Jennifer Epstein & Adam Kendis*
Walter Evans*

Clara Fennick*

Denise Ferrante*

Carolyn Fields

Ryan Figa

Karen Finnegan & Kevin Svoboda*
Debora Fitzgerald*

Madeline Fletcher*

Stephen & Anne Friedland*
llana Friedman*

Vincent Fung*

Kiersten Garrett*

Misato & Amakoe Gbedemah*
Kristy Geslain*

Peter Gray IV*

Ann Gross

Rebecca Harrison*

Katherine Hayden*

Alste & James Holmgren*
Susan Jelcich*

Bill & Sharon Jordan*
Jonathan & Ann Kanter*
Virginia & Ed Kenny*

000905-

Linda Kleinhenz

Jane Konitz

Maurine Korn & Mitchell Rappaport*
Simon Korzun*

Christina Kostek*

Shelly Loveland*

Alison & Jeffrey MacAvery*

Amy Mackenzie*

Joanne Macklin*

Paul & Roberta MacLean*

Susan Maglio*

Katherine Mahoney*

Emily Mantelman*

Margaret Maruschak & Ted Nalesnik*
Richard Medwick & Kathryn Griffey*
Rose & Stan Miller*

Janet Mills*

Kelly & Paul Montalvo*

Kerri Morgan

Joseph Morrell*

Jennifer Morton*

Danielle Moses*

Lilia Murashova & Thomas Borell*
Laeri Nast

Christina Noyes*

Jessica O’Connor

Marisa Office*

Jesse Ohliger*

Martha & John Ollive*

Peter Olson*

Colleen & Mark Padoleski*

Virginia Page*

Adrienne Papazian & Gary Zylkuski*
Alberto Paratore*

Debra Pasciscia*

Kim & Tyler Pennock*

Marc Perton*

Steven Platt*

Carl & Martha Popp*

George & Beverly Popp*

Caprice Porcoro*

Bryan Quinn*

Mark & Barbara Repicky*

Nadine Revheim*

Stephen Richards*

Hilary & Daniel Roberto*

Jeffrey Rotter & Margaret McCartney*
Richard Rowe*

Amanda & Chris Ruhe*

John Ruseskas*

Carol Salvas*

Jamie & Sandy Schechter*
Kate Scott

Diane & James Sedore*
Rebecca Seward-Beamer
Richard Shields & Kaipo Sasan*
Bill & Margaret Siebert*
Joshua Slingerland*

Margaret Slomin*

Karol & Lucille Sokol*

Andra Sramek*

Brigitte Stauder*

Marlee Stevenson*

Janice Sullivan*

Sarah & Bill Swint*

Maria Szeli*

Joan Taran*

Charles & Nancy Thomas*
Heidi Thorn & Bitsy Castillo McGill*
Gayle & Steve Turowski*
Jennifer Vehaba & Eric Mowry*
Carol Venezia & Steve Klauck*
Joseph Watson*

Ming Wissmann*

Maria Zeoli*

Gregg & Helen Zuman*

$51 - $100

Blue Seal Feeds
Ruth Ehlers

Grace Elder

Lauren Kopchik*
Karen Laub

Kate Macaluso

Ruth & Richard Ohliger*
David Schwartz
Nancy Sorvino
Adam & Biana Varga
Catherine Wieck*

*Indicates SKF member
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$101 - $250 $251 - $500

Kimberly Allison Preeti Bhattacharji $5,000 - $10,000
Lauren & Vasilios Biniaris* Sylvia Duffy Anonymous

Danielle Briscoe-Craig* Doug Hale* Malcolm Gordon Charitable Fund
Chris Brown Edgar & Mary Lynn Hartmann* (grant)

Terry Buttler Sarah & Brook Laskey

Rose Davison & Christine Zolotas* Ed Mendoza*

Karen Erani Nuvance Health-GoHealth Urgent Care $10,000 and Above
Dawn Filippone* Lily Ropes* Anonymous

Justin Filippone* Salita & Dan Signorelli* Anonymous

Erik & Nina Fyfe* Peter Taylor The Dyson Foundation (grant)

Ginny and Robert Goff
P Damian & Jeanne Gutierrez*

Verplanck Garden Club

Dot & Paul Keller $501 - $1,000

Alan & Audrey Kulibaba Derek & Sharon Adnams
Evan Kuras Mary Ann Bahnsen*
Kristen Kurpick Berg + Moss Architects
Robert Laub Derek & Inger Fyfe

Fern Lox & Jon Lieberman Peter & Sandy Koppen*
Lynnette Maurer Stewart’s Shops
Adrienne Papazian & Gary Zylkuski

Jeff & Karen Sovik $1,001 - $2,500

Denise VanBuren & Christopher Barclay
Gene Zylkuski

Anonymous Event Donations
Hudson Valley Credit Union
Livestock Conservancy (grant)

Tim Stanley & Corey Lowe-Stanley*

Parks & Trails New York (grant)

Stony Kill Foundation Financial Summary (Unaudited)

Fiscal Year 2024 (Oct 1, 2023 - Sep 30, 2024)

SUPPORT AND REVENUE OPERATING EXPENSES

Donations & Memberships ~ $55,898 Contracts S 7,246

Grants & Contracts* $212,684 Program Supplies $ 9,524

Programs $133,479 Events & Fundraisers $ 8,143

Events & Fundraisers $6,920 Farming $ 21,954

Farm Generated $24,354 Utilities & Janitorial $22,195

Interest & Dividends $5,249 Administration $ 23,814

TOTAL REVENUE $438,584 'nsura”nce 5 8793
*Includes $75,000 Restricted for FESCU R LRES RN B
Barnyard Restoration Capital Project: TOTAL EXPENSES $361,250
Scheduled for Completion 2024.
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